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"Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall 
ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert." Isa. 43:19 
 
This, along with many other promises, has served as a means 
of enlightenment when the Lord has brought me through 
times of radical change. Our Father desires nothing more 
than for us to reach higher levels of faith, of dependence, 
of trust. However, these plains can only be reached by 
modifying and at times completely reconstructing our 
current circumstances.   
 
It was in the desert that God's people were promised rivers 
of water. His "new thing" can at times seem challenging for 
we are often taken from places of familiarity and even ease 
to accomplish His purpose of molding us into His image. It is 
His will that through service we would be drawn closer to 
Him and to one another.  
 
Laurelbrook since conception has been an institution 
dedicated to such service, be it foreign missions or local aid. 
 
Now is the time to be innovative and take a bold stance in 
the pursuit of leading our students toward the mark of the 
high calling of God. 
 
I am nothing short of elated to have been called to serve you 
in my new role as president. You all are continually in my 
prayers. 
 

Benny and Eldric (juniors) helped to build this storage shed. 

Eldric, Andrew Sharon, and Benny sit in the doorway of the new shed. 

President Warren Has a Message About Laurelbrook 

Andrew Sharon, Laurelbrook’s construction supervisor, 
completed the school’s portion of a new shed for Rick and 
Wendy Carr, Laurelbrook staff who were moving to a 
retirement area on the side of a mountain near Decatur, 
Tennessee. Eldric and Benny (juniors) assisted him in this 
project. 
 
The school agreed to build the shed for the Carrs in return 
for some household items the Carrs no longer needed.  The 
Carrs also bought some of the material. 

School Builds Storage Shed 
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President Warren McDaniels in his office 



Laurelbrook Academy, 114 Campus Drive, Dayton, TN 37321 | info@laurelbrook.org |Laurelbrook.org |423-775-3339 | Page   2 

  
 
 
 

Gerrie and Michelle Vermaak pose with their three 
daughters - Rebeka, Maria, and Tabita. Gerrie is assisting 

Ruan Swanepoel with Laurelbrook’s farm work. Michelle is 
assisting Principal Ana Bucata in the school office. 

This issue we want to introduce you to some of the new 
staff members. 
 

Gerrie and Michelle Vermaak 

Gerrie (“Harry”) and Michelle Vermaak come to 
Laurelbrook from South Africa where Gerrie taught in an 
Adventist school for 15 years and then started his own 
school.  Gerrie will be assisting Ruan Swanepoel, 
another South African, on the farm.  Michelle is assisting 
Principal Ana in the school office.  They have three 
daughters – Rebeka (oldest), Maria, and Tabita. 
 

Paul and Noreley Antone 

Until recently, Paul and Noreley Antone were GC 
missionaries serving as head of the grounds (Paul) and 
director of international student activities (Noreley) for 
the Adventist university in Colombia.  Prior to his 
Colombia service, Paul owned his own landscaping 
business in northern Virginia. Paul is currently running 
Laurelbrook’s Woods and Grounds Department. Noreley 
is the head cook in the school cafeteria. 
 

Ana Maria and Dorin Bucata 

Ana Maria and Dorin Bucata came to Laurelbrook from 
Romania.  Ana, the new academy principal, has worked 
with teenagers since she was 18 and studied law at 
Valahia University. She then worked as a girls’ dean for a 
few years for "Liceul Teologic Adventist" (an Adventist 
academy in Bucharest), supervising more than 200 girls. 
 
Dorin, the new boys’ dean, studied theology at 
Adventus University in Bucharest, Romania.  He also 
studied for a master degree in theology at Facultad 
Adventista de Teologia, Sagunto, Spain where Filip was 
born. 
 
Together Ana and Dorin worked in a primary school in 
Romania for a year and a half, served in Guyana, South 
America for almost two and a half years at Siparuta 
Mission Academy, and established the Integritas 
International Academy in Romania. In each school, they 
worked as dean (Dorin), teachers, or principal (Ana). 
 
In Romania Dorin was in charge of preparing the staff 
for the new biblical philosophy of education (it was the 
first Adventist academy in Romania that followed 
another system of education). Ana handled the legal 
aspects of this new curriculum. 
 

Want to contact or help us? 
✓ Call Lois Davis or Warren McDaniels at 423-775-5687 or 

email them at president@laurelbrook.org. 
✓ Make a secure donation via Laurelbrook’s PayPal account 

Laurelbrook Donations. Email address to use – 
LBADonations@laurelbrook.org 

✓ Send a check to Barbara Kitson, Business Office, 
Laurelbrook Academy, 114 Campus Drive, Dayton, TN 
37321 or hand cash to her. 

✓ Call Ana Bucata or Michelle Vermaaka at the academy 
office at 423-775-3339 or email them at 
info@laurelbrook.org. 

Laurelbrook Welcomes New Staff 

Ana Maria Bucata is the new 
principal and Dorin Bucata the new 
boys’ dean.   With them is their son 

Filip. 

Paul and Noreley Antone. Paul is 
the new head of the Woods and 

Grounds Department, and 
Noreley is the new head cook in 

the school kitchen. 


